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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS 

1. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

It is good to see you once again, Mr Speaker. Just prior to asking my first question, I welcome back the Minister 
for Police to Parliament and pass on condolences from myself and my colleagues. 

I refer to the Premier’s failed local government forced amalgamation plan, which saw him break his promise 
from before the last election, and which was rejected by the public in all the referenda held in recent weeks. Is 
this failure not due to the Premier’s arrogance and inability to work with people to achieve any meaningful 
change? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

There has not been forced amalgamation. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There has not. The case for the amalgamation of local government is overwhelming in 
terms of getting rid of unnecessary red tape and ensuring consistency, viability of local authorities and value for 
money for ratepayers. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: After numerous reports, which basically all came to the same conclusion, and after 
approaches from the Western Australian Local Government Association to take some leadership, we took it on, 
because it is good policy to do it. We also had to work within the Local Government Act. We tried to change it, 
but there was opposition to that. It is a dog’s dinner—a very difficult thing to deal with. We also had to follow 
the advice of the Local Government Advisory Board, which we did. As I said last week, people in South Perth, 
East Fremantle and Kwinana had a vote, as they are entitled to under the Local Government Act, and they voted 
against amalgamation. As I said publicly last week, I accept their decision and I respect their decision. It is clear 
to me, and I think to others, that the local government sector is incapable of reforming itself. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: So it’s their fault? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I am just saying that it is incapable of doing so. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Despite that fact, several—indeed quite a number—of local governments actually put in 
submissions wanting boundary adjustments to achieve the end result; they actually put in submissions 
advocating that. But we conceded that the process was not going to work, so, basically, the minister is now 
talking to local governments and we will withdraw those Governor’s orders. However, where does that leave us? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Some local authorities want to proceed. 
Mr M. McGowan: Which ones? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is up to them to come out. I am not going to do their speaking for them; I have been 
approached. That is up to them. The process is on hold and the priority for the government will be to proceed 
with the Perth capital city bill. We will proceed with that. We will have discussions on a one-by-one basis with 
local governments. If they wish to proceed, we will accommodate that and hopefully we will get reform. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: You could have done that five years ago. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This thing has been discussed and consulted to death. There have been reports and endless 
meetings. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We gave it our best shot because ratepayers deserve a better deal than they are getting 
now. They deserve a lot better deal and we need, as a government and a community, to tackle issues like 
transport planning, coastal management and environment. 
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Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Victoria Park laughs. I will tell the member for Victoria Park about — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Tell me, please. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Victoria Park’s mayor and South Perth’s mayor came to see me about 14 months ago, sat 
down and said, “We support amalgamation. Let’s get on with it.” 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: And guess what happened? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Victoria Park can tell me, because I do not understand it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is very difficult to deal with local government on an issue like that. It is on hold, but we 
have not given up. We will start with the capital city and it may take longer than we hoped — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: You laugh, but the point is that the Labor Party was never capable of taking on reform. 
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